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Editorial

This is thesixth annual report summarising bird occurrences on North Bull IslBodlin

Bay, IrelandNor t h Bul | |l sland became I relan@ads fir
designated National Nature Reserve (NNR), Special Protection Area (SPA) for birds and
Special Area for @nservation (SAC) for habitats

Four species were added to the island lis 2016: Terek Sandpiper Bai rdodos Sand
White-tailed Eagle an€rossbill

Speciesrarely recordedncludedpink-footed gooseglossyibis, pectoral sandpiper argieen
winged teal

Locally scarce species included eider, gargamepdcock, water rail, spotted redshank, grey
phalarope, fulmar, arctic skua, yelldagged gull, ringpilled gull and whinchat.

Rare passerines were in short supply beed warbler occurred for the fifth spring in
successiondgrasshopper warblers were reporégginin bothspring and autumn

Autumn 2016 wasa particularly goodyear for little stints andcurlew sandgiers which
occurred in their highest numbers since the late 1990s
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North Bull Island with some bird waticty locations mentioned in this report.
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Systematic List

The sequence and scientific nomenclature largely follows The British List (7th Edition) (
et al 2006) including subsequent recommendations of the Taxonomic Advisory Comn
the AERC (Crocheet al 2010) and the Taxonomic Sebmmittee of the British Ornithologi:
Union (Sangsteet al. 2007, Knoxet al. 2008, Sangsteat al 2009).

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Occasional throughout the year

One and occasionally two were present in the lagoon in most months with a peakmdn
14th September.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus

Very scarce winter visitor

October two arrived and stayed briefly on the northern mudflats on 19th (Shiaomas
Quinn, Sean A O'Laoirg November two stopped briefly on the mudflats on 2ntjef flew
north over the island on 7th and two flew north on 14th (Tom Cooney).

Whooper Swanean A O'Laoire)

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus
Rare
Threeon 18thand nine on 23rd NovembgFom Cooney).
All birds flew over the island. These are the first records for 25 years.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla hrota
Common winter visitor

Spring: Hundreds remained into April with a peak of 378 on 1st May with
20 present on the 8th.

Autumn arrivals: Three adults on 2nd September (Tom Cooney, Paul McMahon,
Mark Collins).

Count: 1,186 on 16th November on the north saltmarsh (Paul McMahon).
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Dark-bellied Brent GooseB.b. bernicla

Very scarcavinter visitor

One on various dates frori2th February to 8th March (Tom Cooney, James
Haynes, Hugh Delaney). Two on 15th March (Hugh Delaney).
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dark-bellied Brent Goose (James Hayes)

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna

Resident, common winter visitor

Numbers increased rapidly over a number of days in October ampaftbirds returned to
the island with350 on 13th(Mark Collins).485 on 20th October counted from photographs
(Tom Cooney) 390 on 16th November (Paul McMahon).

WIGEON Anas penelope
Common winter visitor
Early autumn arrivals: Three on 29th August (Tom Cooney).

GADWALL Anas hyemalis
Very scarceautumn migrant andinter visitor
One on 19th April on north mudflats (Nd&togh).One on 1st November (Paul McMahon).

TEAL Anas crecca

Common winter visitor

Latest date: 19 on 10th April (Ciaran Dunne).
Autumn arrivals: 18 on 15th August (Ger Franck).

GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis
Rare
Male north of the causeway from 11th March to 12th April (Brian Pettat).
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Greenwinged Teal Mark Colling

PINTAIL Anas acuta
Winter visitor
92 on 10th February (Ger Francl§3 on 29th September at Blackbardsd 72 on 16th
November(Paul McMahon).In December 43 on 4th and 62 on 1{tark Collins).
Three in Sutton Creek on 21st November was an unusual location for this species (Ciaran
Dunne).

Pintail (Mark Collins)
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GARGANEY Anas querquedula
Rare
Juvenile or first winteon 18th September (Aidan G. Kelly).

SHOVELER Anas clypeata

Winter visitor
Autumn arrivals: 12 on 16th August (Ger Franck, Jim Duffy).
Counts: 39 on 18th September and 48 on 28th October (Mark Collins).

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Resident
Occasionakightings on the southern end of thkand

EIDER Somateria mollissima

Rare

Female in Sutton Creek on 25th January (Tom Cooney).
This is the third record in four years

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis

Scarce winter visitor

Female in Sutton Creekn 14th Novemberand presumably the same bird there on 1st
DecembefTom CooneyDave MacPhersgn

Longtailed Duck (Dave MacPherson)

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

Regular winter visitor in small numbers

A flock of 150n 14th Septembaevith up to 30 later in the moni{Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy).
Oneon 3rdand two on 7th Ocber (Tom Cooay, Paul McMahon, Ciarabunne).

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Scarcewinter visitor
A male off the Bull Wall andh female in the South Lagoan 13thJanuary (Noel Keogh).
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Two in Sutton Creek on 7th November (Tom Cooney).

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Regular visitor in small numbers
Up to nine birds reported regularly at various locatibimgughout the year (David
MacPherson, Tom CarrolGer FranckJohn FoxCiaran DunngJoe Delaney, Niall @fin,
Mark Collins,Tom O'Flynn Tom Cooney). Peak counts of 47 at Bull Wall, Wooden Bridge,
North Lagoon and Sutton Creek on 14th February and 21 on 15th March at Sutton Creek
(Ciaran Dunne)25 in Sutton Crek on 7th October (Ciaran Dunne).

Up to 13 in Sutton Creek in November and December (Ciaran Dunne, Dave MacPherson)
with up to seven @aheWooden Bridge / Bull Wall in the same period (Shane Thomas Quinn,
Ciaran Dunne, Ger Franck).

RED-THROAT ED DIVER Gavia stellata

Uncommon winter visitor

Singles on 14th February (Ciaran Dunne) and 21st April (Ger Franck, Jim DOfig).in
Sutton Creek on 7th Octoband 29th Novembé€Ciaran Dunne).

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer

Scarce winter visitor.

One and occasionally two from 1st January to 14th February in Sutton Creek or off the Bull
Wall (James Haynes, Ciaran Dunne, Ger Franck, John Bod.on 18th November off the

Bull Wall (Ciaran Dunne).

FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Rare
One off the beach ob8th March (Tom Cooney).

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Occasional spring to autumn
Twenty-two off the beach on 1st May.

GANNET Morus bassanus

Occasional offshore in summer

Up to five regularly off the Bull wall and beach from 23rd March to 17th JDigran Dunne,
Ger Franck,Jim Duffy, Tom Cooney, Tom DoyleYwo off the Bull Wall on 25th September
(Tom Doyle).Six close inshore on 28th SeptembdiTom Cooney).

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo

Regular visitor all year

Recorded throughout the year withak count of 37 at Bull Wall @ith June (Tom Cooney)
and 29 at Sutton Creek on 5th August (Ciaran Dunne).

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Scarce visitor
Singles on 4th (Niall Griffinpth January (John Foand 1st December (David McPherson)

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Non-breeding resident
Recorded throughout the year with peak counts of 20 on 5th June (Dame MacPherson) and 34
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on 13th June (Tom Doylelhe autumn peak count w&9 on 30thAugust(Tom Cooney).
Up to and over 60ccasionally in September and 42 on 5th October.

Little Egrets (Mark Collins)

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Present all year
Up to 35 adults and juveniles in late summer and autumn.

Grey Heron (Mark Collins)
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GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus

Vagrant

One at Bull Wall Reed Marsh on 29th April (Tom Cooney, Ger Franck).
This is the irst site record for 72 years.

Glossy lbis (Ger Franck)

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Scarce winter visitor
At the Wooden Bridge peak oive on 25th Octobeand 22nd NovembeiCiaran Dunng
Shane Thomas Quihn
Severareports of onéo four in the same area outside the breeding season.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus

Winter visitor, occasional at other times

Low numbers in the earlyart of the year
January off the Bull Wall peak of only 12 on 28 (Ciaran Dunne)
Februaryten on 14t(Ciaran Dunne).
March 11 on 15th (Ciaran Dunret al).
April andMay: up to four reported on various dates up to M#y (several observers).
October peak of seven on 7th (Ciaran Dunne).
November 69 on 2% in Sutton Creek horth end of the beacf{Ciaran Dunne)with
smaller numbers at other times (Paul McMahon, Shane Thomas Quinn)
December23 at Bull Wall on 2ndnd 14 on 13tiCiaran Dunne).

WHITE -TAILED EAGLE Haliaeetus albicilla

Vagrant

A juvenilewas photographed flying over tiand on 9th November (John Doyle).
This is the first site record his sightingundoubtedly reflects the breeding success of this
species in Ireland since its reintroduction2007. Six birdswere fledged in Ireland in
2016.
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Whitetailed Eagle mobbed by hooded crow (John Doyle)

Whitetailed Eagle (John Doyle)

SPARROWHAWK Accipter nisus
Regular visitor
Single birds eported regularlyn all seasons including summer.

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo

Scarce visitor

Single birds reported as follow&8th March (Colm McConnell26th August (Ger Franck,
Jim Duffy, 17th October (TonCooney) 21stOctober and 7th Novemb@viark Collins).
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