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Editorial  
 

 

This is the fourth annual bird report for North Bull Island in Dublin Bay.  

 

A total of 137 species were reported between 1st January 2014 and 31st December 2014.  

 

Rossôs Gull and Crane were added to the island list in 2014. The littoralis race of rock pipit 

was reported for the second time and Sabineôs gull was recorded for the second year in 

succession. Scarce or unusual species included eider, gadwall, the argentatus race of herring 

gull, Iceland gull arctic skua, green sandpiper and black redstart.  

 

Spring passage was lighter than in recent years although numbers of wheatears and 

whimbrels were above normal. Unseasonal curlew sandpipers and ruff occurred in spring 

along with high numbers of little gulls. Grasshopper warblers and reed warblers were present 

again in spring for the second and third year in succession respectively. Autumn passage of 

regular migrants was average but the numbers of blackcaps and curlew sandpipers were the 

highest for over a decade. 

 

Small numbers of short-eared owls, long-tailed ducks, jack snipes and snow buntings were 

reported in the winter months.  

 

The first complete survey of the islands breeding birds was concluded in 2014. Of particular 

note are the very high densities of skylarks (Amber list species) and meadow pipits (Red list 

species). The future of both species is inextricably linked to the fate of the islands natural 

grasslands. Other Red and Amber listed species of Conservation Concern in Ireland also nest 

on the island. In 2014 Whitethroats held territory for several weeks but did not remain to nest.  

For a species reported to undergoing a long term population decline in parts of Western 

Europe it is encouraging to note that cuckoos were present in summer for the fourth year in 

succession.  

 

Throughout the year E.U. Annex I inter-tidal habitats were damaged by bait digging almost 

daily whilst breeding, migratory and wintering birds were harassed or disturbed mostly by 

dogs and a variety of sporting activities. Mammals on the island have fared just as badly. 

Dogs harassed seals regularly and they are also largely responsible for what appears to be the 

extirpation of the once abundant Irish hare for the second time in as many decades. There is 

also considerable concern for the future of a well-known and long established wader high tide 

roost within the nature reserve.  
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Systematic List 
 

 

The sequence and scientific nomenclature largely follows The British List (7th Edition) (Dudley 

et al. 2006) including subsequent recommendations of the Taxonomic Advisory Committee of 

the AERC (Crochet et al. 2010) and the Taxonomic Sub-committee of the British Ornithologists 

Union (Sangster et al. 2007, Knox et al. 2008, Sangster et al. 2009).  

 

 

MUTE SWAN  Cygnus olor 

Resident in small numbers 

Count:  Eleven, including some immature birds, were present in the south 

lagoon on 27th May (Ciaran Dunne). This is the highest number 

for many years. 

A few were present throughout the year. In late summer two adults and eight cygnets  

were present (Edd Kealy) but this later decreased to four cygnets. 

 

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus 

Scarce visitor 

Two on 2nd January (Niall T Keogh) and one on 9th April (Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy). Six on 

29th October (Tom Cooney). Seven adults and four immatures on 5th November (Tom 

Cooney). 

 

 
      Whooper Swans (Tom Cooney): the bird in the centre is an unusually small Whooper Swan. 

 

WHITE -FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons 

Very scarce 

A V-shaped skein of 123 migrated northwards across the point on 4th April (Tom Cooney). 

The dearth of óflyoverô records of this species is surprising given that some of the 

Wexford wintering flocks probably migrate regularly along the east coast during 

spring and autumn passage.  
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BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla hrota 

Common winter visitor 

Summer:  Eight remained until 11th May (Edd Kealy) with two remaining 

until 29th. 

Autumn arrivals:  One on 8th September (Niall Griffin). Numbers remained low in 

September with only 16 on 20th. Main arrivals began in early 

October. 

 

  

 
    Pale-bellied Brent Geese (Loki Csaba) 
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Dark-bellied Brent Goose B.b. bernicla 

Scarce winter visitor 

One on 3rd May. One on 6th November and subsequent dates (Tom Cooney). 

 

 
Dark-bellied Brent Goose in May (left) (Tom Cooney) 

 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna tadorna 

Resident, common winter visitor 

In January there were 295 on 2nd and 335 on 16th in the south lagoon at high tide (Niall T. 

Keogh). A total of 103 on 8th July (Paul McMahon). 

Birds were present near Bull Wall Reed Marsh for several weeks in spring but 

constant harassment by dogs prevented the birds from establishing territories.  

 

WIGEON Anas penelope 

Common winter visitor 

Autumn arrivals: Three on 13th August and subsequent dates were the first returning 

birds of autumn (Ciaran Dunne, Niall Griffin).  

 

GADWALL Anas hyemalis 

Very scarce autumn migrant and winter visitor 

Three on 25th January and one on 22nd February (Edd Kealy) had been present since 2013.  

A male at Bull Wall Reed Marsh on 18th April (Tom Cooney). 

 

TEAL  Anas crecca 

Common winter visitor 

Late spring dates:  One pair was present at the Bull Wall Reed Marsh and another pair 

near the point on 28th April (Tom Cooney).   

Autumn arrivals: Three on 3rd July on southern mudflats (Niall Griffin) with small 

numbers reported up to mid-August. 

 

PINTAI L Anas acuta 

Common but decreasing winter visitor 

Autumn arrivals: Four on 19th September (Tom Cooney). Twenty-one on 22nd 

September (Ger Franck). 
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SHOVELER Anas clypeata 

Common but decreasing winter visitor, scarce at other times 

Last wintering date:  Two on 17th March were the last of the wintering birds. 

Spring passage:  Four (two pairs) on 18th April were migrants (Tom Cooney). 

Autumn: Four on 29th August were the first to be reported in autumn.  

 

 
                           Migrant Shoveler at Bull Wall Reed Marsh (Tom Cooney) 

 

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula 

Very scarce resident 

Up to ten birds were present throughout the year. 

 

EIDER Somateria spectabilis 

Rare visitor 

A male and female on 15th April in Sutton Creek (Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy). 

After an absence of twenty-three years eiders have now occurred two years in a row. 

The recent sightings are likely to be connected to the expansion of the breeding 

population on both sides of the north Irish Sea in the last decade. In Strangford Lough 

alone the breeding population has surged from 20 pairs in 2003 to 350 pairs in 2013.  

If the Irish Sea breeding population continues to increase and spread southwards then 

eiders are likely to become annual winter visitors to the island in the near future. 

 

 
                 Male and female Eiders in Sutton Creek (Edd Kealy) 
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LONG-TAILED DUCK  Clangula hyemalis 

Scarce winter visitor 

Four of the six birds that were present since 2013 remained until 2nd January thereafter two 

males and a female were in Sutton Creek until 18th April (Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy, Niall 

Griffin, Dermot OôMahony, John Fox, Ciaran Dunne). 

 

 

  

 
                 Winter plumaged Long-tailed Ducks in Sutton Creek (John Fox) 

male 

male 

female 
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COMMON SCOTER  Melanitta nigra 

Regular winter visitor in small numbers 

Ten on the north side of the Bull Wall on 7th February (Tom Cooney, Alan Dalton). Four off 

the northern end of the beach on 24th November (Tom Cooney). 

Numbers in winter have decreased significantly in recent decades. 

 

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula 

Scarce winter visitor 

Only four records of six birds from 2nd January to 22nd February (Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy, 

Niall T Keogh). 

 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator 

Regular visitor 

In the general vicinity of the Bull Wall/Wooden Bridge peaks of 20 on 30th January (Ciaran 

Dunne), 46 on 12th February (Tom Cooney, Alan Dalton) and 19 on 16th March (Ciaran 

Dunne). In Sutton Creek/North Lagoon peaks of 15 on 14th January and 14 on 28th March 

(Tom Cooney). In autumn peaks of 34 in Sutton Creek on 15th October (Ciaran Dunne) and 

22 at the same location on 5th November (Tom Cooney).  Fourthly-four in the north lagoon 

on 25th November (Ger Franck) with similar numbers until the end of 2014. 

 

 
              Male Red-breasted Mergansers at the Wooden Bridge (James Hayes). 

 

RED-THROATED DIVER  Gavia stellata 

Uncommon winter visitor 

Four records of five birds from 13th February to 17th April (Tom Doyle, Edd Kealy, Ciaran 

Dunne, Tom Cooney). One in Sutton Creek from 18th to 28th November (Ciaran Dunne, 

Tom Cooney, Frank Turpin, Ger Franck, Jim Duffy) with two on 6th December (Tom Coyle, 

John Fox). 

 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer 

Scarce winter visitor. 

Reported from 8th January to 7th April. Most records were of single birds but up to four were 

present on several dates with a peak of seven on 14th February (many observers). November: 

one on 21st, 24th and 28th. December: one on 6th. 
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MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus 

Occasional spring to autumn 

Earliest date: Five inshore on 16th April during an easterly gale (Tom Cooney). 

 

GANNET Morus bassanus 

Summer visitor 

First report was of six off the Bull Wall (inner Dublin Harbour area) on 17th March (Ciaran 

Dunne) with a peak of only on eight on 17th April (Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy). A few were 

present in the vicinity of the Bull Wall throughout the summer. 

 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo 

Regular visitor all year  

Peaks of 54 on 12th February and 27 on 13th April at Bull Wall. Twelve roosting on southern  

mudflats on 23rd October. 

 

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis 

Scarce visitor all year 

One at the Wooden Bridge on 30th January, two in Sutton Creek on 22nd March and 12th 

April (Ciaran Dunne). One in Sutton Creek on 20th October and two on 26th November 

(Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy, Ger Franck, Jim Duffy). 

 

LITTLE EGRET  Egretta garzetta 

Non-breeding resident 

Up to 15-25 present in the early part of the year rising in August to 29 on 21st and 67 on   

29th. Between 30 and 50 were present regularly from September onwards.  

 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea 

Present all year 

Up to 15 birds present daily throughout the year. Numbers increased in summer and early 

autumn with 20 to 30 daily in both lagoons. 

 

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Scarce winter visitor 

Breeding was confirmed. 

Three or four regularly at the Wooden Bridge until 17th March (many observers) and similar  

numbers in autumn. One on several occasions in Bull Wall Reed Marsh in April and May.  

 

 
                     Little Grebe (Sandra Murphy) 
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GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus 

Winter visitor, occasional at other times 

Up to 15 until early March with peak of 70 on 7th February (Tom Cooney, Alan Dalton). Up 

to 60 reported from 18th September (Ger Franck, Ciaran Dunne, Jim Duffy, Frank Turpin, 

Tom Cooney) with peaks of 81 off the beach on 1st December (Tom Cooney) and 150 on 6th 

(Tom Doyle, John Fox). 

 

 
          Great Crested Grebe (John Fields) 

 

SPARROWHAWK  Accipter nisus 

Regular visitor 

Single birds reported in every month. Two on 15th September. 

 

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo 

Formerly very rare, now scarce but regular visitor 

Singles on 15th August (Niall Griffin) , 29th August (Ger Franck), 7th September (John 

Fields), 4th October (Joe Delaney) and 1st November (Gerry Power). Two over southern end 

of the island on 16th September (Mark Stewart, Niall Griffin).  

 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus 

Very rare winter visitor 

In December one at Bull Wall Reed Marsh on 5th and another near the Alder Marsh on the 

31st (Tom Cooney). 

 

COOT Fulica atra 

Rare resident 

One on the sea on the Howth side of the Bull Wall on 29th December was an unusual 

location (Noel Keogh). 

 

CRANE Grus grus 

Vagrant 

Two flew over the island on 20th December (Ger Franck, Vincent Hall, Brian Carruthers, 

Tom Carroll, Rachel Hynes et al). 

This is the first record for the island. Both birds had been seen a short time earlier in 

the day leaving Donabate. 
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 Common Crane (Tom Carroll)       Common Crane (Rachel Hynes) 

  
 Common Crane (Brian Carruthers)         Common Crane (Rachel Hynes) 

 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus 

Common winter visitor and passage migrant 

Autumn: 294 on 21st July (Paul McMahon). 

Summer: About 50 birds were present throughout the summer. 
The leucistic bird reported for many years was present on 2nd August (Paul McMahon). 

This bird is only ever reported during autumn passage. 

 

GOLDEN PLOVER  Pluvialis apricaria 

Common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Late date: A breeding plumage adult was in ósongô on 27th May over the 

north saltmarsh (Tom Cooney). 

Autumn arrivals: One on 21st June was the first of the autumn arrivals (Aidan G. 

Kelly). Three to five on several dates from July to mid-August. 

Count(s): 600 on 16th and 30th October and 17th December (Ger Franck, 

Jim Duffy et al). Peak of 2,500 on 1st November (Gerry Power).  

 

GREY PLOVER  Pluvialis squatarola 

Common winter visitor and passage migrant 

Late date: One in breeding plumage on the north mudflats on 26th May. 

Summer: Four on 16th June (Tom Cooney) rising to 15 by 21st (Aidan G. 

Kelly). 

Autumn: One on 3rd August was the first returning bird of autumn (Geoff 

Morgan). Over the following week numbers increased very slowly 

to a peak of 12 on 16th August (Niall Griffin et al). 
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LAPWING Pluvialis pluvialis 

Common in autumn, uncommon in winter 

Late date: Two on the north mudflats on 26th and 27th May. 

Autumn arrivals: Two daily from 26th May onwards. In June there were nine 10th, 

14 on 14th and 19 on 21st. This increased to 28 by 11th July and 

19 on 13th August (Ciaran Dunne). 

 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula 

Former breeder, common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Counts of over 200 birds were made on several dates.  

Nesting did not take place in 2014 although several birds were present into late May.  

 

WHIMBREL  Numenius phaeopus 

Regular passage migrant. 

Earliest spring date: One on 14th March (Tom Cooney). 

Spring passage: Peaks of 172 on 28th April and 164 on 9
th
 May (Tom Cooney). 

Summer records:  One from late May with two on 16th June and three on 21st. 

Autumn passage: Six on 12th July were the first of the returning birds (Ger Franck). 

Singles on several dates in July and August with peaks of six on 

15th and 12 on 29th August (Hugh Delaney, Ciaran Dunne, Geoff 

Morgan, Paul McMahon, Niall Griffin, Ger Franck, Tom Cooney).  

 

CURLEW  Numenius arquata 

Common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Latest spring record: Two on 14th May (Tom Cooney) 

Autumn arrivals: The first of the returning birds was a single bird on 8th June 

(Sandra Murphy) quickly increasing to six on 14th, 87 on 15th, 

106 on 30th and 220 on 4th July (Paul McMahon, Niall Griffin). 

363 on 10th July (Paul McMahon). 

 

BLACK -TAILED GODWIT  Limosa limosa 

Common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Autumn arrivals: Two breeding plumaged birds on 15th June (Edd Kealy) with one 

on 27th (Frank Turpin). Number increased very slowely in June 

and July with a peak of 130 on 29th July (Ciaran Dunne). 

 

BAR-TAILED GODWIT  Limosa lapponica 

Common winter visitor and passage migrant 

Counts:  4,000 on 6th February off the Bull Wall (Tom Doyle). 

Late spring record: 120 on 8th May (Tom Cooney). 

Autumn arrivals: 57 on 30th June increasing to 497 on 21st July (Paul McMahon). 

 

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres 

Common winter visitor and passage migrant 

South Lagoon pier roost: October: 139 on 21st. November: 165 on 22nd. 145 on 24th. 

December: 160 on 4th, 149 on 5th, 157 on 17th, 124 on 25th. 

 The pier regularly holds roosting concentrations of national importance (threshold 

120) that are equivalent to c. 25-40% of the wintering population in Dublin Bay. Over 

200 turnstones have been counted at this roost site in previous years. 
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KNOT  Calidris canutus 

Common winter visitor and passage migrant 

Winter counts:  One thousand on the seaward side of the Bull Wall on 6th 

February (Tom Doyle). A minimum of five hundred were present 

on the south saltmarsh on 1st November (Gerry Power). 2,000 on 

southern mudflats on 25th November (Frank Turpin) and c.1,800 

on 9th December at the Wooden Bridge (Tom Cooney). 

Autumn arrivals:  One on 27th July (Ger Franck), five on 1st August (Niall Griffin, 

Ger Franck) and singles on 7th and 8th August (Geoff Morgan).  

 

RUFF Philomachus pugnax 

Scarce autumn passage migrant, rare in spring 

Spring: A male in breeding plumage on 3rd, 26th and 28th May at the Bull 

Wall Reed Marsh and on the north mudflats (Tom Cooney). 

Autumn: August: one on 20th and 27th, two on 29th and one on 30th (Tom 

Cooney, Ger Franck). September: The two birds from August were 

still present until at least the 12th with one remaining until at least 

the 22nd (Ger Franck). 

 This spring bird was also reported from Sandymount. 

 

CURLEW SANDPIPER  Calidris ferruginea 

Regular passage migrant in autumn, rare in winter and spring 

Spring:  One on 21st and a different bird in summer plumage on 25th April 

(Edd Kealy). 

Autumn:  August: five juveniles on 29th (Ger Franck, Tom Cooney). One on 

29th (Niall Griffin) and two on 31st (Ger Franck).  

September: Up to three from 2nd to the 16th (Hugh Delaney, Tom 

Cooney, Ger Franck, Gerry Power) rising to 15 on 17th and 18th 

(Edd Kealy, Dan Kealy, Mark Stanley, Ger Franck) peaking with 

18 on 19th (Tom Cooney), 14 on 20th (James Hayes), four on 23rd 

(Ger Franck, Jim Duffy) but only two on 25th (Edd Kealy). 

October: Six on 4th October (Joe Delaney). Singles on 5th, 8th and 

15th (Aidan G. Kelly, Tom Cooney). Three at the Wooden Bridge 

on 17th and two on 20th at the causeway (Frank Turpin, Michael 

Nolan). One north of the causeway on 23rd and two on 27th (Tom 

Cooney, Ger Franck). 

  The September peaks are the highest for over a decade. 

 

  
 Curlew Sandpiper (Ger Franck)       Curlew Sandpipers (James Hayes) 
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SANDERLING Calidris alba 

Common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Summer record:  One on 16th June (David MacPherson). 

Up to 295 regularly on the southern end of the beach in the early part of the year  

(Ciaran Dunne, Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy, Ger Franck, John Fox, Dorothy Benson,  

Tom Doyle). At least 310 on many dates from August onwards (Tom Cooney, Edd  

Kealy, Ger Franck, John Fox, John Fields, David MacPherson, Jim Duffy).  

 

 
Sanderlings (Loki Csaba) 
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DUNLIN  Calidris alpina 

Very common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Autumn arrivals: A minimum of five on 20th June (Tom Cooney, Edd Kealy) with 

hundreds from mid-month onwards. 

Counts: 5,500 on beach side of Bull Wall on 6th February (Tom Doyle). 

 1,640 on 8th May (Tom Cooney). 60 on 11th May (Edd Kealy). 

 

PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima 

Scarce and irregular winter visitor 

Bull Wall: Two on 12th February during an easterly gale (Tom Cooney, Alan 

Dalton). In November there were three on 6th (Tom Cooney), one 

on the 9th (Edd Kealy) and 14th (Ger Franck). 

 

 
   Purple Sandpipers at Bull Wall (Alan Dalton) 

 

LITTLE STINT  Calidris minuta 

Regular but scarce autumn passage migrant, rare in spring 

Autumn passage:  September: one near the Wooden Bridge on 4th (Ger Franck), the 

beach on 14th (Edd Kealy), southern mudflats on 17th (Tom 

Cooney) and at the causeway on 25th (Edd Kealy). 

 It seems very likely that all reports on North Bull Island refer to the same bird. 

 

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 

Scarce and irregular migrant 

Spring passage: Two on 21st April (Edd Kealy). 

Autumn passage: Reported on nine dates between 19th July and 10th August. 

Singles on 19th, 29th July, 1st and 8th August, three on 21st July 

increasing to a peak of ten to fifteen on 3rd August (Niall Griffin, 

Ger Franck, Ciaran Dunne, Paul McMahon, Geoff Morgan, Edd 

Kealy, Dan Kealy). One, possibly two, on 14th September near the 

causeway (Gerry Power, Edd Kealy). 

 

http://www.bullislandbirds.com/


North Bull Island Bird Report 2014 

 

Cooney, T. (2015) North Bull Island Bird Report 2014. (www.bullislandbirds.com)         Pub: NBI/2015/1                         Page 18 

 

 
                        Common Sandpiper (Edd Kealy) 

 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 

Very scarce passage migrant 

Winter record: One on 2nd January (Tom Doyle). 

Autumn passage:  August: one on 7th (Geoff Morgan) and 10th (Edd Kealy, Dan 

Kealy).  

 

SPOTTED REDSHANK  Tringa erythropus 

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 

Singles on 3rd August (Liam Kane) and 5th September (Frank Turpin). 

 

GREENSHANK  Tringa nebularia 

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

Spring passage: April : one on 29th April was the last reported. 

Autumn arrivals: July: one on 4th July (Paul McMahon) increased to ten on 9th (Edd 

Kealy), 17 on 11th (Tom Cooney). 

August: peaks of 32 on 8th, 39 on 19th and 57 on 29th (Geoff 

Morgan, Niall Griffin, Edd Kealy, Ger Franck, Tom Cooney). 

 

REDSHANK Tringa totanus 

Very common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Count: 500 on 6th February at the Bull Wall (Tom Doyle). 

Spring: 60 on 28th April and four on 8th May (Tom Cooney). 

Summer: Two on 16th June (Tom Cooney) were the first returning birds. 

Autumn passage: July: 257 on 8th, 389 on 10th and 415 on 21st (Paul McMahon). 

South Lagoon pier roost: 483 on 11th April (Tom Cooney) 
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